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She foll into Bis arms senseless and
white, and the lantern th‘uiliu-d from
her 1 Toss bt

up tenderly and bore
fon-honse and laid her
in the =iadies’ room.”
d vorees they eathered round
t. Who was she?
Y How did

said the old

the tele
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siitroad, in his
rew near. One
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s hemid oen They all

red mear to see i <he revived.  She

ned hereyes and muzed about dream-
ifi 41 of something,

vou wish anvthine my dear?”

said the president. taking her hand.

“Some water, if you please, sir: and ]
want—I want——"

They handed her some winein a silver
coblor,  She sipped o little. and then
locked amongr the strange faces as if in
gearch of someone.
=Are vou looking for anyone, miss?”
“Yos—no—it is no matter. Thank
| you, ma'am, 1 feel better. T sprained
[ mv foot on the slwepers w.n I ran
down the track. It is not severe, and
Il sit up.™

They were greatly pleased to sce her
recover, amd o quict buzz of conversa-
tion filled theroom. Iow did she know
it? How could she tell the speeial was
chasiner us? Good heavens! if she Lad
not known it. what an awful loss of
life there would have bueen; it was very
careless of the superintendent to follow
our train in such a reckless manner.

“You feel better, my dear,” said the
priwident.

{  ~Yes, sir, thank you I'm sure I'm
thankful. 1 knew John—I mean the

ne was coming.”

“You ¢annot be more grateful than

are to yvou for averting such a disas-

collizion.™

“I'm sure i'm pleased. sin

thousdit the tt-l":l‘upil——"

She paused abruptly.

“What telegraph?”

“I"d rather net teli, sir.”

“But vou will tell us how you knew
*he engine was coming?”

~Mast you know?”

“We ought to know ia order fo re-
ward you properiy.”
she put up her hand in a gesture of
and silent.  The president
lted together, and
t came to her and briefly said
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What Hanging is Like.

"The follewine ue
tions of hanginy
spondent who is
“Suigide Club,” and
savs, partly I erday. in the
presence of several friends:

A good L rope had been obtained.
This was sceurely fnstened to the rafiers
of the barn roof. I puiled at the rop»
with my hands to makesure that «
would not hreak. Then Ipermitied ng-
self to be ! and mounted on &
chair. I ent, [admit, wvas
weak enonch ¢ oand tremble
I soon, howe ¥ presence
of mind.
noose, I gave!
drawn from
great jerk, and Lilt aviolent pain in
my neck. as el my searf had ail of
a sudden Now comos
the most ctrions part of my experienee,
After the first foeline of toptere, which I
admit was dechdodly very severe, [lost
consciousness. | seciied o be irans-
ported into 2 new workd, nore beant’f

unt of the sensa-
= by a core-
rof a kin:dl of
actialiy. he

then
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Helous, A< @swamo
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afur off an ixland of the
cuterald gre:snin eolor.
wish to veseh.  [swam s
tentedly on.  The sea ket overy instant
changing it= hue, thengh it remained of
the =sume substanee throvghonn, At ene
instant it was a mass of gold. s the sun
was shining brilliantly on it.  The next
moment it was  a vivid blood red: Lut
there was nething terrible o disgusting
in this new color. It kept changing. in
fact, to all the hues of the rainbew, yel-
low and red heing the prodominant
tints. I ot nearer and  nearer o the
islte. As Lapproanchad it there spranc
out suddenly from the gronnd o numbix
of peeple strngely disigured, whose
fuees seeied o be known tome. 1wt
inst veached the land. A magnifieent
chorus of veolces, hmnan and thes: of
birds burst forth. I closed my eves in
eestacy. I fleatcd ey on 1o the shove,
and Ly as a child in s cradle, shight]
wenkened from, T supposed, the enervat-
iner edect of the oiiv nueter in which 1
had been swinmines At last Topened
my eves. The magic charm was at once
dispelled.  The divine harmony e asad.
‘I he faces were still piereing at mie with
an expression of enger curiosity, but 1
perceived that they bolonged to the
members of our society.  The pain in
iy neek was preat. Dwas now inen-
tire possession of wy senses. My friends
Lad fortunately ent me down in time. 1
was still wi —1o0 weak to ut once re-
lieve my friends” curjosity.  When Iwas
able to spesk 1 told them my experi-
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r, if John is willing, I will

M1ls, the engineer, was ealled,

John
and he eame in, eap in hand, and the

company gathered round in the

sUocaferness,

nut her band en John's grimy arm, and
sud—

«shall T tell them, John? They wish
to know about it. It saved their lives,
thev sav.”

»And minc. too.” said John. reverent-

“You had best tell them, or let

She szt down again, and .en and
there John explained how the cpen eir-
cuit line had Deen bulit, how it was
1. and frankly told why it had been
erected.

Never did story ereate profounder sen-
n.  The gentlemen shook hands
h him, and the president actually
«d her for the company. A real cor-
tion kiss, loud and hearty. The
s fell upon her neck, and aetually
eried over the splendid girl.  Even the
elildren pulled her dress, and put their
arms about her neek, and Kissed away
the happy tears that covered her cheeks.

Poor child! She wus covered with
confusion. and knew not what to say or
do. anil looked imploringly to John.
He drew near, and proudly took her
kand in his. and she brushed away the
tears and smiled.

The eentiemen suddenly seemed to
have found something vastly interesting
to tulk @ out for they gathered in a
knot in tne corner of the voom.  Pres-
ently the pre-ident said aloud

~Gentlemen and directors, vou must
pardon me, and I trust the ladies will
do the same, if I eall you to ovder for a
brief matter of business,

There was 1 stslden hush, and the

som, now packed 1o snflooation, was
i
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. sir 1o olter & resolu-

tion.
Then he hegan to read from a slip of
pat
“Wherens, John Mills, éngineer of
engine number 38, of this railway line,
orected o private el ph: and where-
as he, with th ce of the tele-
araph operafor n (i leaven
hiank for her n: i) the said line
without the censent of this Compuny,
and for other than railway business:

It is resolved that Le he suspended

permanently from his position as en-
gineer, and that the sall operator be
requested to resign——"

A murmar of disapprobatien filled the
room. but the president commanded
silence

esolved, and is hereby
he said John Mils be and
wr of the new

«r hroke from the
and the resolution
it of assent
it all ended they never knew.
It seomed like o dream, and they could
not believe it true €1l they stood alone
in the winter's night on rthe track be-
il T The few cars
up had been
<30 had been
sidling. With many
John, amd  hearly
and a round of parting
had sped
ersed, and
thandoned
w507 wonld
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Vithout the slizhtest affectation she |

mestugga L drawa-sharm
ture of the bliss whieh I had felt, not
one-orthem wotld consent to tre niy o |
periment.  They all considered my con-
duct heroie. but absolutely refused to
emulate me. They said 1 looked so
ghasdy'—Lall Mall Gezetle,

Empress Josephine's Last Days.

There is something very touching in
the account of the meeting between the
husband and wife at Fontaineblean after
the return of Napoleon from his Ans-
trinn eampaign.  Josephine well knew
that the Emperor had  irrevoeably de-
cided upon the divoree, yet, womanlike,
she called in the aid of her charms and
fascinations once more. as though to
strive to win back the spouse who was
about to repudiate her. At dinner that
day she appeared in a very clegant and
singularly becoming toilet—a polonaise
in white satin trimmed with swans-
down, while in her hair were placed
clusters of corn-flowers intermingled
with silver wheat.  Never had she look-
¢l more charming or shown hersclf
more winning, and the Emperor, who
was morose and silent at the commence-
ment of the dinner. regained his spirit
and made himself agreeable.  But that
evening he avoided Josephine in a man-
ner that gave her to understand that all
was indeed at an end  between them,
and that their formal separation was
only o question of time. A few months
later Josephine made her last appear-
ance in public as Empress of France at
a fete given by Berthier, Prince De
Wagram, at the Chateau de Groshois. A
curious contretemps marked the end of
this festivity.  One of the diversions of
the evening was 2 comedy in which
Brunet, the favorite comedian of the
day, sustained the principal.part. This
little piece was the well-known play of
“Cadet Roussel.” Unfortunately it con-
tains numerous allusions to divoree, and
one can-easily imagine the embarrass-
ment of the host and the spectators
when Cadet Roussel declares that he
means to get a divorce “to have some
ancestors,” and afterwards remarkg: -1
know what kind of a wife I have now,
and I do not know what sort of n one
I shall take.” Napoleon sat glowering
at the stage in evident ill-humor. As to
the Empress, she conld with diffienity
restrain  her tears. Four days later
Josephine took her departure from the
Tuileries forever

A Tramp's New Trick.

An elderly, chantable-looking gentle-
man, wearing an air of prosperity, was
rushing into the postoffice on Sunday
when he was approached by. a dilapi-
dated, seedy-looking tramp. The latter
held in his hand a sealed envelope di-
rected in lead-pencil and smeared with
the marks of grimy fingers.  ~Will you
please give me a couple of pennies to
send a Tetter to my mother, sir? I have
just got out of o hospital and I want to
send for meney to go home.™ The
gentleman was overcome by the pitecus
appeal and dropped  a coin in the out-
stretched hand.  As he issued forth
from the other end of the big granite
structure be was met by the same indi-
vidual with the same story and the same
dirty envelope.  =Why. you scoundrel,
I just gave you enovgh to send your
mother o dozen setters,” shouted  the
benevolent gentlenian,  *Youmiserable
wretelh,  You're an impostor.™

i hat's o new racket,” said the police-
man on the corner, *and that raseal
hus been working it very suceessfully,
too. Nearly everyone he asks gives him
something. 1 have driven him away
again and again, but he comes back.”—
Philadelphia Record.

Baroness Burdett Coutts has the satis-
faction of knowing that her young Amer-
ican-born husband beat the marquis of
Lorne for a seat in the house of com-
mons.  The marquis is the queen’s son-
in-law, and it was her majesty who
snubbed the baroness because ‘she mar-
ried-a young man.

I thoueht them of no use, but after see-
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QUEER THINGS IN TEXAS.

Nitive
Growths.

The centipede is not u very pretty in-
seet.  He runs too much 1o legs. Onee

ing a lot of Chiricahua Indian papooses
pulling centipedes from their holes and
greedily devouring them, legs, poison
and all, I no longer doubted the wisdom
and beneficence of their creation. In
the course of my checkered career I
have had several adventvres with cen-
tipedes and always came out sceond
best. A centipede ean raise a blister.on
a man’s body quieker than a red hot
iron,and if you don’t immediately apply
a remedial poultice of pounded prickl

post whisky—which Iatter is warranted
to kill anything but an army mule—the
resultant effects may be serious. Cen-
tipedes usually attack their vietm at
night, when he is aslecp and can’t de-
fend himself. They are armed with
about 200 little lances conveniently
lashed to the toc of each foot—of which
they have several—and at the base of
each lance is a tiny sack of venom. If
a centdpede crawls across your body—
which he'll most likely do if you lie
down anywhere within a hialf a mile of
him—you’ll have no difficulty in follovr-
ing his trail, and_you'll remember his
visit for weeks. No man ever died from
the bite of a centipede, but I have
known one to make a man wish he were
dead.
TARANTULAS.

The tarantula is an exagoerated spi-
der, with teeth and hair. They areal-
ways ready for a fight and will tackle
anything, not excluding a buzz-saw. In
davs gone by I have often amused my-
self by teasing one with a red-hot coal.
At first they would ficht shy, but after
they once got mad they would attack
that coal and never surrender until they
were burned to a crisp. I never heard
of any one eating a tarantula. If one
bites you nse same remedies as pre-
scribed for centipede sting, only more
$0.

THE VINEGAROAN.

The vinegaroan has never been scien-
tifically classified, and is content to plod
through life undistinguished. save by
his humble frontier patronymic. The
Mexicans and Indians, who have been
acquainted with the vinegaroan longer
than I have, solemnly assert that ‘his
bite is deadly. I have always taken
their word for it. The vinegaroan lives
under deeaying logs, and. if disturbed,
scorns to run.  Isaw a fight once be-
tween 2 vinegaroan and a tarantula.
The tarintula was lifted out of the pit
dead in one minute.

THE STINGING LIZZARD
is found most anywhere, but principally
snugly ensconced in the “folds of your
blanket when you lic down at night. He
always lets you know that he is there,
and I have known strong men to tear
their hair and dance and pray in g very
undignified and cecentrie fashion, upon
discovering that a stinging lizzard had
seleeted them as a bedfellow. The sting-
ing lizzard’s weapon of defense and of-
fense is his tail, which is long and as
full of joints as a bamboo pole. When
he punches you with the sharp end of

“ el ane wbdaaglangs dow
1snot good to eat. The apfﬁication
of a fresh qu:id of tobacco will take the
fire out of the spot swhere he salutes

you.

this caudal appendage .you think .ofs
sheol’s firg And Lwo2- T2 2
~zard

THE DEVIL HCRSE.

The body of a devil horse is all of the
same size, and he looks not unlike a
green walking-stick sctup on twelve
other walking-sticks, six on a side. The
scientific men who have sought to clas-
sify the fauna of Texas have somehow
overlooked the devil horse, but he
doesn't scem to mind the slight and
continues catching flies with monoton-
ous persisteney. T was never bitten by
g devil horse, and I never met any one
who had been,but the natives class them
among the poisonous, and they ought to
know.

A COLONY OF FIRE ANTS,

My camp was once invaded by fire
ants. It was a good place, convenient
to wood and water,and I hated to leave.
I disputed the right of occupancy with
them for three weeks, at the end of
which time I incontinently surrendered
and fled. During that three weeks I
dug them out, burned them out and
drowned them out, but they didn't scem
to mind it in the least. They went, on
burrowing the building and exploring
the surrounding country, and when my
tent got full of them, and I had been
bitten in about 3,000,000 different
E]ncns, I thought it time to move. The

ite of the firc ant is like the sting of the
stinging lizzard. It hurts and makes a
sore place. They inerease with a rapid-
ity that is alarming. and the more you
try to exterminate them the more nu-
merous they become. It used to bea
test of cournge among the Comanche
Indians for a brave to thrust his bared
arm into a nest of fire ants and hold it
there without flinching, while his com-
panions went through the movements of
a somewhat complicated dance around
his tortured body. They don't do it any
more. Onee near Pope's Crossing, - on
the Pecos river, I reached a village of
fire ants and started to make a detour.
We discovered Indian signs of recent
date, and halted to investigate. A band
of Indians had camped on” the edge of
the ant village. and a prisoner, who af-
terward proved to bt a benr-hunter |
named Goggin, was strﬂ)ped. bound
hand and foot. and laid down among
the ant hills. You can imagine his hor-
rible sufferings.  We found his bones
and gave them a decent burial. The
fire ant is pugnacious, and his mode
of warfare is always aggressive. In the
agaregate, he will attack any living
thing, from an elephant down, kill him
by sheer foree of numbers, and devour
all but the bowels.—Sanderson, Texas,
Cor. of the Philadelphia Times.

A story is going the rounds about the
unique Mr. Hemvy Prouse Cooper, the
tailor, who has figured somewhat in
New York courts in times past.  One
day, just after Mr. Cooper had been ar-
rested at the instance of somebody who
didn’t like the way that Mr. Cooper
spent his-own money, a young man who
happenad to be running an Ishmaelite
sort of paper printed an editorial para-
graph pitching into Mr. Cooper's wicked
enemies and setting Mr. Cooper himself
up for little less than an archangel. Mr.
Cooper saw this paragraph in due
time, and made a call upon the young
man to render thanks.  *I believe you
have an account with me,’ said Mr.
Cooper before he left. I asked my
bookkeeper for it before I came down-
town to-day, and here it is, all receipted.
my friend. Takeitas a token of m
appreciation; your bill is all wiped out.”
“Receipted!” ejaculated that practical
journalist. *Wiped out! Wi out be
blanked! What you want to do is to set
up a new suit right quick.  Don't come
around here with your ancient history.
I wiped out that bill myself eight months
ago.” This sort of financiering capti-
vated Mr. Henry Prouse Cooper, and the

T

young man got just what he wanted.

S

~Flattering Recognition.

A memory of names ahd faced not
only.coniributes to social success, but
to eminence in official positions. A
teacher who rlways sneeeeded in memo-

izing the names of her fifty pupils

within the first foremoon of the term,
has declared that in that faculty lay one
cause of her effective discipline.

“E] can say,” she explained. “on the
very first day of school. “Mary Jones,
whatare you doing® Tom Brown,
where is your book?" the scholars begin
to féar my quickness of thought.  Each
one; has an ill-defined feeling that I
may 5ot only know his name. but all his

The man who aspires to be a leader
of the people'will do well to cultivate a
memory of faces.

President Van Buren was said to pos-
sess that faculty in a high degree of
perfection. A gentleman wus once in-
troducing a party of friends to him. and
wheh he reached the fourth member of

e 2s0up, Mr. Van: Buren anticipated
himgby saying—

““This is Mr. Thompson."

“Yes,” said the gentleman, “I was
once introduced to you, but did not sup-

lb{:‘;mm}'ulcl remember it."

“Qh, ves, certainly I do. You were
introduced to me at Syracuse, in 1833,
on theoccasion of the visit of General
Jacksen to that city, and with you were
thrde other gentlemen.  You were the
second presented,”—a statement which
the gentleman confirmed.

in the occasion of the meeting, at
Montreal, of scientists from all parts of
the “worid last year, many of these
les.zgd gentlemen desired to be pre-
senfed to General Grant, who aceording-
ly received them; but their guide was
gredtly astonished at finding that he
ized many of them before their
n were mentioned. A frequent
form of salutation was, ‘How do you
do, Professor? I met you at Liver-
" or, “I saw you last in Manches-
t‘er.‘.

When the guests had taken their leave,
thé, general's friend asked where he
could have become acquainted with so
maa oreigners.

«“Oh, I met them abroad.” was the
answer. They had been introduced to
hint there among crowds of other stran-
ﬁ'ers, but he had fixed their faces in-

elibly upon his memory. At another
time, he recognized a lady whom he
had seen for a few moments only, years
before, and then as one of several hun-
dred schoolgirls.

A delicate flattery is implied in the
fact that one’s name or face has made
so deep an impression upon a stranger
that he has been ableto retain it through
gﬁ-iod of years. And since it showsa

er kindliness to preserve a gracious
attitade towards the world at large
rather than a hostile one, such a flattery
of gtrangers may spring from something
nobler that mere seif-interest.— Youth's
Companion.

-

< Bome Street-Car Nuisances.

Men who have been eating onions
Men who smoke bad cigars on the
front platform.
Men who chew and expectorate in the
cars.
edlexs who fill the cars with their
-ang- - -
il o

Ao el whive. i
The stareful dude. ~— —— -

CONVERSATIONAL.

Advlee to Those Who Desire to Become
P'roficlent In the Art of Being
Agreeable.

A voung lady. whose martiage is in
rospeet, writes to us that she would
ike to become expert in  conversation.
She realizes that asa wife she must
carry herself with digaity and self-
possession, and that her conversation
ought to be ready and intelligent. What
she particularly desires is the ability to
talk with =*a whole company.” and even
to be the leader of conversation. She
fears that the meeting of many strangers
in her new home will appall her conver-
sational powers, which in her old home
earely fatled her.  The foundation of a
new home circle is in the special prov-
ince of Gowld Howseleeping, and we will
respond to the letter on this page.

A trving ordeal it is for n woman to
break away from her home where she
has always lived and where everything
and almest evervbedy whom she sees is
familiar, and cnter a strange home
where nearly all are strangers and
where many new acquaintances are to
be acquired. Next to her care that she
shall look well, which is usually casily
provided for, is 2 woman's concern that
siie shall appear to be intelligent, an
end that she regards as of uncertain at-
tainment, because her feclings greatly
predominating over her intellect. she
contrasts herself with the other sex,
whose intellect is more conspicuous than
hers. A natural timidity. arising from
almost execlusive home experience, is
sure to magnify cvery difficulty.’and she
approaches the ordeal with misgivings.

he principles that underlie conversa-
tional ability fully cover this case. The
very first requisite of all, compared with
which all the rest are insufficient. is
confidence, without which no one ean
talk well, neither privately nor publiely.
It comes in various ways to different
people. being inborn in some, knocked
into others by contact with the world,
and, in a conversational way, in the
case of still others. often aequired by
practice under disciplining cireum-
stances. Bearing upon all these m-
stances is the command that one has
over the language, and his ready use of
words. In short. gooil conversationalists
are born as well as made.

With inborn assurance and loquacity,
no one will falter in conversation. and,
though his part may not be well sus-
tained, he will be likely to monopolize
attention. If to these be added prac-
tice, an extensive knowledge of the
world, varied reading and thoughtfol
inteliigence. spiced with story-telling
powers, a person will shine in conversa-
tion above most of his fellows and may
pardonably take the lead init. At the
other extreme, one whose power over
language is very limited. whoh as been
so homekeeping that he knews little of
the werld, who is timid and fears to trnst
himself in the mazes of connected sen-
tences, and never has conversed much,
will be a failure conversationally, no
matter how intelligent he may be.  The
average person is i mean between these
extremes, and such we will assume our
correspondent to be.

The average lady will gain contidence
when she finds herself constantly where
she needs it, and, with ordinary com-
mand of language, she may decidedly
improve her conversationnl ability—bued

The awful masher.

Men who talk so loudly that no one
else can hope to be heard by his neigh-
bor.

Men who sit sideways when people
are looking for seats.

Men who crowd the platform so that
people are squeezed nearly to death in
getting on or off the cars.

Men who pick their tecth in publie.

Men who clean their finger-nails in
public.

Juveniles who insist on sky-larking.

Boys who eat pea-nuts.

The small boy who, on muddy days,
insists on knecling on the seats,

Squalling babies.

Men who hum all the way.

Men who want to know wkere the
car is going to and when they get there.

Women who flirt with the wrong fel-
low.

The girl wwho hangs on to him all the
way.

The bundle woman.

The lady who has just been doing a
little shopping and bought out the store.

igeling girls.

The umbrella fiend who always pokes
the driver in the back or the conductor
in the stomach.

The stout Jady who, when the car
lurches, subsides in one's lap.

The shrill-voiced female.

The mother of six who brings the
whole six along.

The lady who will mistake the bell-
rope for the strap.

The woman who at every street corner
asks where she is to get out.

The gum-eating girl.

The women who after stopping the
car only take five minntes to kiss and
say good-by.

The old young girl.

The musieal enthrsiast.,

The stage-str-cx girl.

The girl wi:., captures the conductor's
attention so that he has no eyes or ears
lett for his business.

The loud girl.

The wonen who paint.

The stalwart party who challenges you
for your seat.

The girl who looks at you too hard.

* The girl who won't Jook ar you at
all.—-N." ¥. Graphic.

" Concerning Names,

The fact is, scarcely any nuisanceis
a greater nuisance than that pertaining
to ill-assorted names. Why, for in-
stance, with our beautiful and musical
Indian nomenclature, should we have
our Syracuse, Memphis, Thebes, Toledo,
St. Louis, San Francisco. Cairo, Baby-
lon, Jerusalem? What an uneuphoni-
ous, ill-assorted name is New York
when we can have Manhattan for the
taking! Why should racing mares be
nanted Miss Woodford and Flora Tem-

le’—or an Indian Hole-in-the-Wall,

an-Afraid-of-His-Horse, ete.? Wh
should a harmony L'Dm{)t)scd for a reli-
gicis hymn be named Federal street
and another Bowdoin square? Why
should two of our gunboats be called
Terror and Vixen? Why should so
many names of hamlets. villages, towns
and cities be repeated in thirty-eight
states and seven territorics, and _give
rise to innumerable Washingtons, Jack-
sonvilles, Jeffersons, Adamses. and so
on?—Christian af Work.

The ministers, it seems, trouble the
librarians as much as any other ¢lass of
persons. At a recent conference of libra-
rians in New York Dr. Buel, Librarian
of Union Thenlogical Seminary, was
asked how he gotalong. He said he
was afraid that ministers were as bad as
any one clse, for since he had been lib-
rarian more .than 1.000 volumes had
been taken. *“‘One minister,” he said.
‘“‘kept a book twenty-three years, but
finally returned it, with 2 note to the
effect that he neoded the book no longer,
as he had obtained a hetter edition.’

-have a capital start for eonversi

e g iimeiann by

leader. is doubtinl—certainly 1{&".@.}!};‘”3
is in the presence of a gifted talker,
though otherwise she may train herself
to take a stand in the front rank among
others, Practice must be persisted in
constantly, taking advantage of every
opportunity. to converse, and making a
study of the matter. Newspapers should
be read thoroughly, for they supply sub-
jeets that are timely, and often mueh in
addition.  Taking care to note the sub-
jeets that may be conversed  about. the
reader will cultivate her memory and
provide herself with ready material for
discussion. The fresh and hest litera-
ture of the day outside of newsp.overs
should be treated in the same way.

Ladies usually nareate the ineidents
of their life. both grenr and small, re-
mote and recent. feelingiy @l enter-
tainingly. and these may  be depended

upon for conversational <tock, where
proper.  They shonld be enjoined to ae-
quire anintellizent  comiprehension of
the affairs of the town or eity where
they live, of their State and even of the
Nation, not only current events. but his-
torical. Thus prepared the avernge
lady, keeping in cood practiee, will

conquests. and will then be uble
well on a higher planie of subj cts of a
more abstract and  ineileeiial  npatare.
To sustain a conversation of this kind
much reading of the best sort anild con-
siderable study are necessary, the par-
tienlars of which would newd a  special
article for their treatment

With all these preparations in gaining
confidene, in practice and in providing
the subject matters, our correspendent
ought to become a very good conversa-
tionalist. But it shonld be remembered
that one shonld possess an art in con-
versation heside talking —thw art of
making others talk. Oune wio is a
eenius in this socinl dety may monopo-
lize most of the time and so charm his
hearers that they will be content to be
silent: but, if he is not a genius, he may
make himself obtrusive and el forth
unpleasant eriticisms.  Therefore. to
give others an opportunity to talk, who

av stand in danger of finding none, a
talented conversationalist will ascertain
their favorite and most familiar fields of
knowledge for purposes of enticement.
Good suggestions of subjects for others’
conversation are sometimes more advis-
able for one than taking the lead. How-
ever easy conversation may be under
other circumstances, the most unfortu-
nate and unsatisfactory attempt will be
found to be in a miscellaneons small as-
semblage, endeavoring to sustain only
one stﬁ)jcct. when the assemblage
ought to be divided into groups, each
encrossed with its own topics. Conver-
sational power, then, our correspondent,
will find, may be acquired, even among
strangers, by one who is not gifted in
this particular, by assiduous attention to
the = matter. . by forcing confidence
through making demand: npon it, by
unremitting practice, hy providing the
materials in many ways. and by attend-
ing to those arts and cxpedients that
make it possible for others to take part
in a conversation,—Good Housckeeping.

¢

The fact that 2 commercial ageney
has been beaten in a suit to collect dam-
ages for an injurious report and ordered
by a Montreal court to pay $4.000 cught
to have a wholesome effect on concerns
of the sort.  Mercantile ngencies are
useful institutions berond doubt, but
they blunder miscrably at times and
ought to suffer for it when they injure
business reputations.— Chicago Tribune.

According to the Sowthern Practi-
tioner, the City of Mexico, heing entirel
without sewers or drainage, the mortal-
ity is at the high rate of 50 per 1,000 of
population annually. In Guanajuato, a
city of 58,000 inhabitants, the death rate
ig said to he T4 per 1,000,

An Athlete's Diet.

I eat, and always have eaten sinee 1
was 2 boy, a plenty of nourishing, gen-
erous food; and I am very wide in my
choice, eating as a rule any good food
that tempts my appetite, and that is
hearty enough to be easily tempted.
For wyself L am not especially fond of
what you call made dishes, but prefer
food in its plainer forms. For meats, I
eat chiefly mutton and beef; and I use
a good deal of bread, of course being as
careful as Ican to get the best. My
own idea is, that so long as you have
sound, sweet food it doesn’t make much
difference what kind it is or how much
you eat of it. Iam very particular to
eat slowly. I eat three times a daj.
Breakfast is a light or hearty meal ac-
cording to how [ feel about it at the
same time. Lunch in the middle of
the day is always light, and dinner at
6:30 or 7 is the principal meal of the
day. Ialwaystake an hour for that. If
I haven't an iour to spare at dinner-
time I off dinner till I have the
time. I find, though, that aside from
meat and bread I must have plenty of
vegetables. No man can ake any
kind of an athlete without eating plenty
of vegetables. I take all kinds, and
pretty much of all fruit too. Frnits are
E?Od. A man can’t stay without that

ind of food. He has no endurance.
Yes, I'm Scoteh, and I helieve in oat-
meal, but I don’t think you ought to
eat too much of it. Ihayeitat break-
fast about three times u week. I am
fond of milk tco, and am especiall
careful to drink it slowly. It is excel-
lent food, but it is very bad to drink it
fast. And it isn't to take too
much liquid at any time, especially at
meals. Ihave a habit of always drink-
ing a glass of water when I first get up
ring-water if [ can getit. 1 don’t
exactlyinow why I doit. I don’t know
that it is very good for me. I guess it
is because I like it. There’s no account-
ing for taste, you know. Tea is my
greatest stimulant. I don’t drink muc
coffee, but I do take considerable tea—
black tea always. Inever use n—
and I take it with sugar and milk, and
never take it iced. 1don't mean when
I say it is my greatest stimulant thac I
never take anything stronger. I very |
seldom do, but sometimes, just before a
race, for instance, if I need it I take
some brandy—no 'malt liquor.  That's
bad, especially lager. Lager is very
bad. In training? Well, I make no
difference in my diet in training. Ionly
try to keep more regular hours, espe-
cially in sleeping. d I take no physic.
Physic is bad always. In training it's
fatal—iVallace Ross in the Cook.

Hesenting an Intruder.

From John Burrough’s paper on Bird-
Enemies, in the December Cenfury, we
3uote the following: *One day a trage-

§ was enacted a few yards from where
I was sitting with 2 book; two song-
sparrows were trying to defend their
nest against a black snake. The cu-
rious, interrogating note of a chicken
who had suddenly come upon the scene
in his walk, first cansed me to look up
from my reading. There were the spar-
rows, with wings raised ina way
culiarly expressive of horror and dis-
may,rushing about a low clump of
and bushes. Then, looking more close-
L] Isaw the glistening form of the

byihonm 4 . form of th
Gﬁ%_gnakeg and th'g“_gulck movement |

MISSING LINES. .

A Japanese judge lately fined a news-
paper man for not erediting an article
clipped from u contemporary.

Nearly 600 newspapers in the United
States bear the name of News. of which
thirty-four are located in Pennsylvania.

There is = demand from China for
125 Christian missionaries atonce. Con-
verts are multiplying in all parts of the
empire.

An English lockmaker has construct-
ed a key which he says is eapable of
opening 22.600 patent lever locks, all of
which differ in their combinations.

Dr. Albert Thompson, a young Irish
physician. has been presented with the
Albert medal for removing poison in 2
ease of diphtheria by sucking itaway.

M. de Lesseps is said to look wonder-
fully well, although for several months
past he hus been harassed by puny syn-
dicates ﬁm-n up for the purpose of
ousting him from his position as presi-
dent of the Interoceanic Canal assoeia-
tion.

Mr. George W. Childs, of Philadelphia,
has added an interesting item to Ameri-
can annals by his discovery that Com-
modore Stewart, dfather of Charles
Stewart Parnell, is the one who induced
Joseph Bonaparte to buy land and build
his house at Eorde.ntown; N J

A boy in Cleveland fell from a tree
and dislocated his neck. A surgeon
was sent for, who replaced the disjoint-
ed vertebrz so skillfully that the boy re-
covered, and is to-day 2s well as ever.
This operation has been ﬁ-e«gnenﬂy at-
tempted, but very seldom with suceess.

Judging from a paragraph now goi
the ggnnﬁs of the medicgl mgogg
higher education of women does not
conduce to connubiality and fecundity.
Of 759 female college graduates only 196
are married. Of these, 66 have no chil-
dren, and 130 have had 263 children, of
which 232 are living.

A well-known scientist says the feel-
ing of one while standing ona high
mountain or on the edge of a deep abyss
isto fly. Instances are noted where

ns, " unable to resist this impulse,

ave cast themselves headlong into dark,

vawning chasms, in the belief that they
would reach the bottom in safety.

Of all the eminent jurists who have
sat upon the Supreme Court bench of
the United states from the organization
of the government to the present 'time,
only one of them has been impeached—
Samuel Chase, in 1804. He was accused
of unjust, tyrannical and arbitrary con-
dr:.ict at certain trials, but was aecquit-
ted.

By an automatic tea or coffee-pot used
by the French army it is impossible to
obtain a drop of coffec unless the water
is boiling. The water is underneath
the coffee but when it boils it rises ‘up
through a central tube and falls over
the coffee or tea, pereolates, goes down
to the lower part of the apparatus, is
warmed again and once more travels
upward.

Near Odessa two Greek merchants by
mistake purchased the same Ilot ina
cemetery. The matter was referred, after
a warm dispute, to the District Ju
who decide(f “first come, first servi
and that whichever died first should
have the coveted. resting-place, it being

jither would take an

unfair advantage of the other by com—~ =

The sparrows darted about and through
the grass and weeds, trying to beat the
snake off. Their tails and wings were
spread, and, panting with the heat and
the desperate struggle, they presented a
most singular spectacle. They uttered
no ery, nota sound escaped them; they
were plainly speechless with horror and
dismay. Notonce did they drop their
wings, and the peculiar expression of
those uplifted palms, as it were, I sball
never forget. It occurred to me that,

rhaps, here was a case of attempted

ird-charming on the part of the snake,
s0 I looked on from behind the fence.
The birds charged the snake and har-
rassed him from every side, but were
evidently under no spell save that of
courage in defending their nest. Every
moment or two I could see the head and
neck of the serpent make a sweep at the
birds, when the one struck at wonld fall
back, and the other would renew the as-
sault from the rear. There appeared to
be little danger that the snake could
strike and hold one cf the birds, though
I trembled for them, they were so bold
and approached so near to the snake's
head. Time and again he sprang at
them, but without suceess. w the
poor things panted, and held up their
wings appealingly! Then- the snake
glided off to the nearc fence, barely es-
caping the-stone which I hurled at him.
I found the nest rifled and deranged;
whether it had contained eggs or younﬁ
Iknow not. The male w  ha
cheered me many a day with his song,
and I blamed myself for not having
rushed at once to the reseuc when the
arch enemy was upon him. There is
probably little truth in the popular no-
tion that snakes charm birds. The black
snake is the most subtle, alert. and
devilish of our snakes, and I have never
seen him have any but young, helpless
birds ip his mouth.”

Hare-and-Hounds.

Next to foot-ball, the most important
amusement—or shall I say work?—at
Rugby is hare-and-hounds. Every boy
is obliged to go on these runs just as he
is obliged to play foot-ball, unless, of
course, his physician has forbidden him
to take this exercise. There are what
are called “house” runs and *Big Side”
runs, or those in which the whole school
is represented. In the former, the
smaller boys are helped by the older, so
that they have an easy enough time;
but on the latter, “every man for him-
self”’ is the rule of the day. The runs
are necessarily made every year over
the same ground, and in whichever di-
rection the boys go. they must cross
plowed ficlds or green meadows, with
sheep seattering to every side: they must
leap over hedges and brooks. mount lit-
tle hills and jump ditches.  And fortu-
nate they are indeed, if the sun shines
and the grass is dry and the roads hard;
for, in rainy England. in the winter and
the early spring, the chances are that
rain or fog will add to the trials of a
TRI.

Tiresome as the runs are. the boys
find real pleasure in them. There Is
for example. all the pride of coming in
first, of gaining a repuiation as 1 run-
ner. or of being appointed the *holder
of the bag=.”" These are the bags in
which the “hares” carry their paper, or
wscent,” and are looked upon as sym-
bols of authority.—Elizabeth Robins
Penneil, in St Nicholas.

A certain Methodist preacher of this
county tells it upon himself that while
on his travels recently he stopped a
while before sundown at a house to
spend the night, and after entering the
house the dog came in. approached him
good-naturedly, and then, as if Le had
ascertained who the visitor was, im-
mediately went out and got after the
chickens in the yard,.— dnderson (S.0)

| Journal,
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While I 2m on the subject of heraldry

let me recall a good story credited” to
William R. Travers. It was told that
when A. T. Stewart conceived the idea
of setting up 2 coat of arms he went to
Mr. Travers for advice. Mr. Travers
suggested an employer rampant, chas-
ing a lazy salesman with® & yardstick;
and Mr. Stewart did not speak to him
again for o month. This anecdote is
probably about as authentic as the
other, which states that Mr. Stewart, be-
ing extremely loguacious at a State ban-
quet at Delmonico’s, Mr. Travers silenc-
ed him by ealling the length of the table,
“Cash!"—XN. Y. Today.

Agriculture is the basis of the prosper-
ity of the world. If he who makes two
blades of grass grow where only one
sprang up before deserves well of his
country, then Mr. Mitchell Henry, M. P.
tor Galway County, deserves 2 statue as
a public benefactor. On his estate at
Krlemore, Connemara, he has pianted
“the Caucasian variety of the priekly
Comfrey (Symphytum aspeertmum),
and from it has already produced this
vear, hy five cuttings, forty tons to the
acre, and another cutting is yet to come.
This has been wn upon reclaimed
peat land. of which millions of acres
could be had in Ireland, and is excellent
for fattening. Cattle eat it greedily; it
is excellent for dairy cows; it fattens
pheasants, ducks, and all sorts of fowls,
and in feeding them saves two-thirds of
the grain that could not otherwise be
nsed.—English paper.

Others bhesides Miss Anderson have
suffered from the too fervent idolatry of
Dublin worshippers.  Titiens relates
that one night there she played Riena in
Weber’s *Oberon’ for her benefit. But
a whole evening of tuneful Weber was
not enough for the Dublinites. In the
middle of the opera the cantatrice had
to sing a few verses written to the tune
of “St. Patrick’s Day™ by a local poet.
This performance aroused the engusi—
asm and flattered the vanity of the audi-
ence, and “The Last Rose of Summer"
was demanded. Already overtaxed, she
howed and bowed again and shook her
head. Butthe gods were inexorable.
She was forced to comply. Attheend of
of the opera. she was dragged, asusual, by
a areat crowd, as Mary Anderson was, to
the Shelbourne Hotel. Whenshe appear-
ed at the window to bow her thanks.
shouts eame from hundreds of voices of
«The Last Rose.”  “Gentlemen, I am
extremely obliged, but I am too tired to
sing,” spoke the exhausted diva. But
all in vain,  IHer gallant Irish admirers
remained shouting <“Rose™ until & depu-
tation of would-be =leepers from the
hotel begzed her to sing the air for the
sake of quiet, and she had ro complys.

— RS- e
Jourralism in the Galoping West,

Any galoot who wants the Ripsnorier
for a year can have it left at his bar-
room on payment of three red chips in
advance. Now's your time to chip in.
Boys, she's a dandy.

Advertisements will be stuck in at
liberal terms and  dust and mules taken
in exchange.

B&F-You dJuecks who haven't paid up
Tour subscriptions want to hustle. We
warn yvou that we know who Yyou are
and we are going out collecting in a
day or two with a new brace of Colts
ready for all . low customers. We mean
business.

BZF-Funeral notices must be aceom-
panied by the address of the corpse, not
for publication, but asa guarantee of
prompt payment.— Red Gulch (Arizona)
Ripsuorter.
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